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Week 4
Archaeology Today

● Tuesday 
○ Unsettling the Past (2hrs)
○ Discussion Questions (website)

● Thursday
○ Review Archaeology as History
○ Videos: Simple Archaeology
○ WE3 Due 
○ Handout: Site Report Essay & 

rubric

https://www.sapiens.org/archaeology/reimagining-archaeological-knowledge/
http://libproxy.smith.edu:2048/login?url=https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009052412




Speakers… 
Sara Gonzalez, Curator of Archaeology, Burke Museum, U of Washington

Sven Haakanson, Curator of Native American Anthropology, Burke 
Museum, U of Washington

Mateo Romero, Contemporary Pueblo Painter

Cheryl White, Senior Lecturer in Archaeology, University of Suriname

Whitney Battle-Baptiste, Ph.D., Professor in Anthropology, 
UMass-Amherst

https://anthropology.washington.edu/people/sara-l-gonzalez
https://magazine.washington.edu/feature/burke-museum-curator-is-a-bridge-to-an-ancient-world/
https://www.mateoromerostudio.com/bio
https://uvs.academia.edu/CherylWhite
https://www.umass.edu/issr/whitney-battle-baptiste


(1) The speakers come from a range of disciplinary and personal backgrounds. 
Which speaker did you find to be most compelling and why? 

(2) What did you think about the grouping of these five speakers with such different 
perspectives? Did it feel coherent? challenging? confusing? Exciting?

(3) What was the biggest “take-away” for you after watching the webinar, 
specifically about archaeological knowledge creation? 

(4) Did you see any overlap between the “Grand Challenges” in Kintigh et al. (2014) 
and the topics discussed in the webinar? Other readings? Explain. 

(5) Do you have any pressing questions for the speakers? What would they be?

(6) If you could join one of their projects– research, curation, art– which one would 
it be? How would you want to contribute or participate?



From the Margins to the Mainstream Webinar Series
~As the Statues Fall: A Conversation About Monuments and the Power of Memory

~Reclaiming the Ancestors: Indigenous & Black Perspectives on Repatriation, Human Rights, & Justice

~An Archaeology of Redress and Restorative Justice

~Black and Indigenous Storytelling as Counter-History

~“For the Welfare of the Whole People”: Heritage Stewardship in Indigenous and Black Communities 

~Unsettling the Past: Radically Reimagining Archaeological Knowledge

~Fugitive Archaeological Spaces

~Black and Indigenous Futures

https://www.sapiens.org/archaeology/black-and-indigenous-futures-in-archaeology/
https://www.sapiens.org/archaeology/statues-falling/
https://www.sapiens.org/archaeology/reclaiming-the-ancestors/
https://www.sapiens.org/archaeology/archaeology-of-redress/
https://www.sapiens.org/archaeology/black-and-indigenous-storytelling-as-counter-history/
https://www.sapiens.org/archaeology/heritage-stewardship-in-indigenous-and-black-communities/
https://www.sapiens.org/archaeology/reimagining-archaeological-knowledge/
https://www.sapiens.org/archaeology/fugitive-archaeological-spaces/
https://www.sapiens.org/archaeology/black-and-indigenous-futures/


Terms & themes
● Material Culture

● Heritage (tangible & intangible)

● Indigenization of archaeology

● Low impact studies

● Epistemologies

● Embodied knowledge in objects

● Rights-based approach
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