Introduction
to Archaeology

Fall 2024
Lecture 8 (9/26)




o Tuesday
o  Unsettling the Past (2hrs)

o Discussion Questions (website)

Week 4 e Thursday

o Review Archaeology as History
o Videos: Simple Archaeology

Archaeology Today m  WE3Due

m  Research Design
o Handout: Site Report Essay



https://www.sapiens.org/archaeology/reimagining-archaeological-knowledge/
http://libproxy.smith.edu:2048/login?url=https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009052412

History of Archaeology
e Antiquarians A7 @ collecting
e Culture History (mid 19" to mid 20"") describing
e Processual/New Archaeology (1960s to current) explaining
e Post-processual (1980s to current) interpreting/critiquing
o Interpretivist or social archaeology

o Indigenous, Black/Diasporic, Feminist, Queer, Marxist,
Contemporary, Collaborative, Community-Based...



Processualism/New Archaeology (1960- ) [video]

Context

e Post WW2- power of science &
empiricism/objectivity

® “Loss of innocence”

e Growth of cultural anthropology,
“document” the world

Archaeology

Focus on explanation (culture
process), not just description

Model building & hypothesis testing

Universal explanations/laws for human
behavior (e.g. why cities?)

Focus on the material > social world
(economics, environment, etc.)

Radiocarbon dating & global
chronologies for comparative work

Multidisciplinary field & labwork


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cpghYMwfPu8

Research Design

Deductive & Inductive Reasoning...

uononpap

induction

A

goondooODbOOoOoDOODOO0OOOQOO0OOOO0D0OO0nDOoOnn

Campanaro, Danilo Marco. “Inference to the Best
Explanation (IBE) and Archaeology: Old Tool, New
Model.” European Journal of Archaeology 24, no. 3
: 412-32. https://doi.org/10.1017/eaa.2021.6.




Post-Processualism/Interpretivism (1980- ) [video]

Context

e Postmodernism! (question
everything... can we be “objective™?)

e C(riticisms

Research bias (e.g. gender, race)
Other frameworks/ stakeholders

Can we talk about “laws” of
human behavior?

Expanded research questions:
ethnicity, gender, ritual

Archaeology

Critique! & challenges to the

objectivity of science (bias?)

Shift from focus on the material
world to ideas/ideology

Neo-Marxism & social awareness
(everything is political!)

Focus on unique elements vs.
“universal laws of human behavior’

9

Today: many types of archaeology


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TNk5MOPYRCk

Material Culture [Video]- theoretical concept/intervention
Objects (& people & '

landscapes) have
lives... biographies that
change in use &

meaning over time

e Agency ‘
fi

o MATERIAL

2002 & 2018 CULTURE STUDIES

e Power



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KnTBQ17KMR8
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History of Archaeology: Approaching Change

e Evolutionary models

o  Change- one way, one direction — Processual

ocia
o “Progress” & colonial bi -
ogress” & colonial biases ~
translation ey
. ognition A
[ J C‘Jlmre hlStOl'y ctlon
. . . . o Cultrural i depletion
o  Change- via migration & diffusion e *
. . echniques Materiality
o Archaeology & nationalism » foeages
Path
Techno- Bricolage &
e New (or processual) archaeology zcafouing
aeas Niche
o “Multilineal explanations of change” Assemblages
ecology

o  Science, computation, model building

e  Post-processual/’material turn”

o  Changing relationships, entangled objects
o  Catal Huyuk- lan Hodder (Susan Gillespie slides...)



https://slideplayer.com/slide/12620475/

15,000 BP

Origins of Agriculture... [Interactive Map!] |58

Possible Cuitivation

Antiquarians
Culture History

Processualism

Post-processualism

https://www.ucl.ac.uk/rice/history-rice/origins-and-sp
read-agriculture



https://blog.ciat.cgiar.org/wp-content/uploads/map/

TRANSFORMING ARCHAEOLOGY

BLACKWELL IN GLOBAL o6y

Archaeology Today...

mesoamerican
archaeology

Edited by
Jukia A Hendon and Rosemary A Joyce

COLLABORATING
AT THE TROWEL'S EDGE

COMMUNITY-BASED
ARCHAEOLOGY
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e Locating sites, high & low tech
Week o survey

o Google Earth Site Report!
e [Excavating Sites

Archaeological Evidence



https://sites.smith.edu/antarc135-fa24/?page_id=124

