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Ceramics and/or Pottery???

Ceramics are any of the various hard,
brittle, heat- and corrosion- resistant
materials made by humans for at least
26,000 years by shaping clay and firing
the product at a high temperature.

In archaeology, ceramic artifacts,
especially pottery and earthenware,
play an important role in conveying the
culture, technology, and behavior of

peoples of the past. [Kolb]
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Table 1.2 Ceramic Bodies and Their Characteristics

POTTERY AND ITS HISTORY

Body Type

Porosity

Firing Range

Typical Applications

Comment

Terracotta

Earthenware

Stoneware

“China™

Porcelain

High: 30% or more

Usually 10-25%

0.5-2.0%

Low: usually less
than 1%

Less than 1%;
often nearly 0%

Well below 1000°C

Wide: 900-1200°C

ca. 1200-1350°C

1100-1200°C

1300-1450°C

Flowerpots, roof
tiles, bricks, most
archaeological
pottery

Coarse: drainpipes,
filters, tiles, bricks

Fine: wall and floor
tiles, majolicas

Glazed drainpipes,
roof tiles, tableware,
artware

Tableware

Fine tableware;
artware; dental,
electrical, and
chemical equipment

Unglazed, coarse,
and porous; often
red-firing

Glazed or unglazed;
body nonvitrified

Glazed or unglazed;
vitrified body

White, vitrified

Hard body; fine, white,
translucent




(1) Stylistic Attributes

(2) Form attributes

(3) Technological attributes
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In the classification of pottery, these kinds of attributes are used to define
stylistic, form, and technological types.




Style: Is the surface of the vessel decorated?

e No. Is there evidence of other types
of treatment ¢ wiped, polished, etc.
e Other things on the surface to

notice?

Yes. How was it decorated? Painted,
incised/carved, modeled, etc.
Where ! Interior, exterior, both?
What is the decoration?
Representational (of what?),
geometric, abstract, other p
Meaning of decoration?

Use Munsell Color chart




POTTERY CUIDE SURFACE TREATMENT
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Form: What is the overall shape?

e Isitopen (like a bowl) or closed (like a jar)?
e What other parts of the vessel can we study?
o Rim or lip? Base or bottom? Handles?
e What can we tell about its size?
o Height overall?
o Diameter? (chart to measure rim and/or base)

e Any other questions or comments?




Restricted (closed) vs. Unrestricted (open)

CLASSIFICATION
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Figure 13.9 Geometric solids and surfaces as references for vessel shape description;
sections of these shapes may combine with sections of other shapes to form necks,
collars, or bases of composite or complex vessel forms. After Shepard 1976, figs. 23
and 24.




n - - Box 13.2 Anatomy of a Pottery Container
n a 0 my n 0 y a S e rI c e Any ceramic vessel form can be described or characterized in a number of ways,
, often with explicit or implicit reference to parti lar shapes and their proportions
in terms of human anatomy. Most simply, a vessel has three essential parts: body,
base, and orifice (fig. 13.4a).
orifice

> Body

Base

handle

} Collar
“Throat

Upper body
(shoulder)

Figure 13.4 Major subdivisions of pottery vessel shapes: a, divisions of a simple
vessel; b-d, vessel body; e-h, neck, collar, and throat; i, j, base and body on com-
posite forms (m.d. = maximum diameter).
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Technology: How was it made? (& used?)

e What can we observe the clay “body” or “paste”
used to make the pot? ( “ware”
o Color. Consistent? Munsell Color chart?
o Additives/temper. visible? coarse or fine?
e What can we observe about production?
o Fingermarks? Coil junctures/marks?
Wheelmarks? [ht] Mold marks? [video]
e Evidence of use? Sooting, chipping, other marks

e Thickness of wall?


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1s_sCIDb4MEgLPcN2K5sh7Vl8qUshqPRM/view?usp=sharing
https://www.tiktok.com/@shelbysherritt/video/6888508964988833026?lang=en

IDENTIFYINC TEMPER

T‘"". { any matenal addea i Iay 10 make It stronger and more resilent 0I0s e vasiel 10 urvive the fang pr 055 ong have 9 Qo
use-life. Many matenals are used to temper prahistoric potiary, Basic fes ridentification involves using sight and touch but chemica

analyses can be used for more advanced testing. Use the tips lst v 2D Y er types popular in Flonda
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Spanish Moss " ‘ BRI i sand
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Tubular voids are visible in sherd
from where fibers were bumed
out during the finng process

SPONCE SPICULE
TEMPERED

Sponge spicules are the
structural elements of sponges
Cross section is dense, no
temper material is visible to
naked eye

Chalky and soft to the touc
Sherds are usually very light
regardiess of size

Vessels tend 1o breck along
coil lines creating long, thin
sherds

T oreq, like

n Hordo

cross section and on surface of
sherd

Sherds can be heavy even
when small

CROC TEMPERED

Grog is crushed pottery

Small pieces of pottery can be
visible in cross section and on
surface of sherd

Grog is typically angular and
hard while unfired clay or
concretions are not

Grog may be a different color
from the main sherd body
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e Absolute & Relative Dating

o [studying technology overview]

e Alternative Approaches to Time

Week 8

Telling Time



https://sites.smith.edu/antarc135-fa24/?page_id=130



