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Week 7
● Studying Pottery

○ Hands-on Analysis
○ Weekly Exercise 5

● Assign. 2: Pottery Methods Essay
○ Handout overviewLabwork & Materials Analysis

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfm65zRGKdi5lyyDfExAKjfKWlhI-jrU46hcrpKWN9aRtrVYQ/viewform






Ceramics and/or Pottery???  
Ceramics  are any of the various hard, 
brittle, heat- and corrosion- resistant 
materials made by humans for at least 
26,000 years by shaping clay and firing 
the product at a high temperature. 

In archaeology, ceramic artifacts, 
especially pottery and earthenware, 
play an important role in conveying the 
culture, technology, and behavior of 
peoples of the past.     [Kolb]
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(1) Stylistic Attributes

(2) Form attributes

(3) Technological attributes



Style: Is the surface of the vessel decorated?
● No. Is there evidence of other types 

of treatment ? wiped, polished, etc.

● Other things on the surface to 

notice?

● Yes. How was it decorated? Painted, 

incised/carved, modeled, etc. 

● Where ? Interior, exterior, both?

● What  is the decoration? 

Representational (of what?), 

geometric, abstract, other

● Meaning  of decoration?

● Use Munsell Color chart





Form: What is the overall shape?
● Is it open (like a bowl) or closed (like a jar)? 

● What other parts of the vessel can we study? 

○ Rim or lip? Base or bottom? Handles? 

● What can we tell about its size? 

○ Height overall?

○ Diameter? (chart to measure rim and/or base)

● Any other questions or comments? 



Restricted (closed) vs. Unrestricted (open)



Anatomy: Body, Base & Orifice



How Big? 



Technology: How was it made? (& used?)
● What can we observe the clay “body” or “paste” 

used to make the pot? ( “ware”)

○ Color. Consistent? Munsell Color chart?

○ Additives/temper. visible? coarse or fine? 

● What can we observe about production? 

○ Fingermarks? Coil junctures/marks? 

Wheelmarks? [ht] Mold marks? [video]

● Evidence of use? Sooting, chipping, other marks

● Thickness of wall? 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1s_sCIDb4MEgLPcN2K5sh7Vl8qUshqPRM/view?usp=sharing
https://www.tiktok.com/@shelbysherritt/video/6888508964988833026?lang=en




Pottery Exercise! 



Week 8

● Absolute & Relative Dating
○ [studying technology overview]

● Alternative Approaches to Time

Telling Time

https://sites.smith.edu/antarc135-fa24/?page_id=130



