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Week 10
● Tuesday  

○ Archaeology as History: Ch 4
○ Race & Bio Anthropology

● Thursday:  
○ Weekly Exercise 7
○ Reclaiming the Ancestors

● Trowelblazer Profile Final  
Project  

Studying People

https://podcasts.apple.com/de/podcast/race-and-biological-anthropology-with-dr-rachel-watkins/id1404606470?i=1000515795332&l=en-GB
https://www.sapiens.org/archaeology/reclaiming-the-ancestors/
https://sites.smith.edu/antarc135-fa24/?page_id=134


Ethics & Legal Frameworks



NAGPRA Basics & Major Updates
● Basics:  National NAGPRA website & YouTube Channel

○ 1990: The Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA) required federal 
agencies and museums to (1) identify their Native American human remains and other objects, (2) 
try to culturally affiliate them with a present day Indian tribe or Native Hawaiian organization, and 
(3) repatriate them under the terms in the act (1990)

○ What is NAGPRA? Carrying our Ancestors Home (2019, 10 minutes)

● Updates
○ 2010: provided a process for museums and institutions to return Native American human remains 

that could not be culturally affiliated to tribes with aboriginal land ties. 

○ 2024: “New Rule” (Indian Country Today & * DOI Press Release, 12/2023) 

https://www.nps.gov/subjects/nagpra/index.htm
https://www.youtube.com/user/NationalNAGPRA
https://youtu.be/eB4_yhOGQYU?si=U1RIGvE0jGchBhc3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ouvzD8uEleU
https://www.doi.gov/pressreleases/interior-department-announces-final-rule-implementation-native-american-graves


Welcome to the New Era of Restitution & Repatriation (links)

https://www.artnews.com/art-news/news/new-era-of-restitution-repatriation-toc-1234696445/


How are Institutions doing??? 
● ProPublica: The Repatriation 

Project (institutional info)

○ Smith College?

○ UMass Amherst

● Carrying our Ancestors Home 
(link)

https://www.propublica.org/series/the-repatriation-project
https://www.propublica.org/series/the-repatriation-project
https://projects.propublica.org/repatriation-nagpra-database/institution/university-massachusetts-amherst-department-anthropology/
https://www.coah-repat.com/




Reclaiming the Ancestors: Indigenous & Black Perspectives on 
Repatriation, Human Rights & Justice

https://www.sapiens.org/archaeology/reclaiming-the-ancestors/


Reclaiming the Ancestors: Speakers & Moderator
● Michael Blakey, Ph.D., NEH Professor of Anthropology and American Studies, College 

of William and Mary

● Dorothy Lippert (Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma), Ph.D., Tribal Liaison, National 
Museum of Natural History

● Shannon Martin (Gun Lake Pottawatomi/Ojibwe), Director, Ziibiwing Center of 
Anishinabe Culture and Lifeways

● Rachel Watkins, Ph.D., Visiting Associate Professor of Anthropology, UPenn

● Sonya Atalay (Anishinabe-Ojibwe), Ph.D., Associate Professor of Anthropology, 
University of Massachusetts, Amherst

https://www.wm.edu/as/americanstudies/faculty/blakey_m.php
https://naturalhistory.si.edu/staff/dorothy-lippert
http://www.sagchip.org/ziibiwing/
https://anthropology.sas.upenn.edu/people/rachel-watkins
https://blogs.umass.edu/satalay/


Weekly Exercise 7
● What is one or two topics discussed in the webinar that you found to be most 

compelling and why? 

● Pick one of the speakers from the webinar and answer the following: Who are they 
and what is their training/background? What perspective did they contribute? 

● If you could ask one of the speakers a question, who would it be and what would 
you ask them? 

● Do you have a good sense of the main goals of NAGPRA from the webinar? 

● Thoughts on the topic? Future of bioarchaeology?



Trowelblazer Assignment



Week 10
● Tuesday  

○ Archaeology as History: Ch 4
○ Race & Bio Anthropology

● Thursday:  
○ Weekly Exercise 7
○ Reclaiming the Ancestors

● Trowelblazer Profile Final  
Project  

Studying People

https://podcasts.apple.com/de/podcast/race-and-biological-anthropology-with-dr-rachel-watkins/id1404606470?i=1000515795332&l=en-GB
https://www.sapiens.org/archaeology/reclaiming-the-ancestors/
https://sites.smith.edu/antarc135-fa24/?page_id=134

