Praise for 
May the Best Team Win
 by Andrew Zimbalist

(with foreword by Bob Costas) 

 “These days a typical owner will rake in big money, claim he’s nearly broke and then threaten to move unless his host city subsidizes a new stadium at taxpayer expense.  If you think this is an exaggeration, read Zimbalist’s brilliantly researched study on the economics of the game.”

(Charles Hirshberg, Sports Illustrated

“In the most damning chapter in the book, Zimbalist outlines a complex but convincing deconstruction of Selig’s assertion that MLB lost $519 million in 2001. . . . As Paul Beeston, MLB’s chief operating officer said, ‘Under generally accepted accounting principles, I can turn a $4 million profit into a $2 million loss and I can get every national accounting firm to agree with me.’”

​(Sean Callahan, Washington Post Book World

“Major league baseball has put a stranglehold on real competitive balance, and Zimbalist claims that the near-monopoly status is a detriment to any impulse for improvement. 

His prescriptions offer harsh but needed medicine.”

—Library Journal

“[Zimbalist] has other arrows in his quiver, including a worldwide player draft with picks in reverse order of league standings, elimination of some of the tax shelters that owners now enjoy and tighter governmental oversight over team movement and labor relations.”

(Lawrence S. Ritter, The New York Times Book Review 

“An absorbing, provocative discussion.”  

(Publishers' Weekly

“Exhilarating . . . . Combines an academic’s precision with a fan’s passion.”

(Allen Barra, Newhouse Newspapers

“An interesting, insightful, and revealing examination of the business of baseball— a book that will shave the game to its roots. It will become the ultimate book on the economics of professional sports.  

You will find it just as riveting as I did.”

—Pat Williams, senior vice president, Orlando Magic

“Especially revealing.”

(Boston Globe

“A great book—just the latest indication of why I tell my students at Harvard that Andrew Zimbalist is the top sports economist in the country.”
—Paul Weiler, Friendly Professor of Law and chair, 

Sports and Entertainment Law Program, Harvard University

“Zimbalist’s analysis is easily accessible, his data quite interesting  

and his judgments evenhanded almost to a fault.”

(Washington Post

“I highly recommend Andrew Zimbalist’s new book, May the Best Team Win.”

(Rob Neyer, ESPN.com

“In this excellent book, Andrew Zimbalist describes the action in the business of baseball like it was the seventh game of the World Series—which it is.”
—Clark C. Griffith, former co-owner of the Minnesota Twins

“Another important cautionary tale.”

(Washington Times

“…presented with an engaging literary flair and doses of dry wit … Zimbalist combines passion for the game with excellent understanding of its operation as a business… provides a rich stew for sports economists and others to enjoy.”

-- Paul Staudohar, Journal of Sports Economics
“Zimbalist writes with obvious love, but deep concern for our national pastime.”  

(Chris Berman, ESPN

“My daydream . . . is that somehow every sports talk show host and every caller to such a show

might mysteriously find himself or herself reading this illuminating book. That development would decrease the dumbness quotient of discussions between the former and the latter by about 99%.”

(Bill Littlefield, NPR’s Only a Game

                 “Zimbalist offers a whirlwind tour of baseball chicanery…. Concise and coherent…. Anyone who hold an opinion on the state of the game, or fears its demise, owes it to himself or herself to take Professor Zimbalist’s 224-page class.

-- Jon Morgan, Baltimore Sun 

“Zimbalist demolishes Commission Bud Selig’s claim made before Congress that baseball’s 30 teams lost $519 million in 2001…. A compelling critique.”

                                                             -- Glenn Altschuler, Barron’s

“Zimbalist has again produced a fine addition to the literature.”

-- Doug Pappas, Outside the Lines

“Zimbalist has written a compelling, accessible introduction to the economic issues surrounding the current state of major league baseball.  He builds on the large body of theoretical and empirical work on the economics of professional sports.”

-- Choice

“This is a well-crafted book that gives a good view of the inner workings of MLB and its owner-barrons and provides an interesting case study of cartel behavior…. Zimbalist succeeds in making the material engaging for both economists working in this field and for non-specialists interested in the economics of baseball.”
-- Leo Kahane, Journal of Economic Literature

“One of the great strengths of May the Best Team Win is the way in which Zimbalist clearly unravels the workings of various markets – labour, product, broadcasting and stadiums – and how they combine to make up the industry that is baseball.  May the Best Team Win provides a very readable account [and] is highly recommended for all those interested in the economics of professional team sports and the operation of cartels.”

-- Braham Dabscheck, Economic Record (Australia)

“Andrew Zimbalist (Professor of Economics, Smith College) has written a compelling, accessible introduction to the economic issues surrounding the current state of major league baseball.”
                                                  -- Don Coffin, BusinessofBaseball.com

“The real case for reforming the sport is to reinstate that very American balance, rescuing the sport from a system, which, as it stands, is neither competitive nor fair.”

(The Economist

“Andrew Zimbalist writes a thorough but concise analysis of the economic health of MLB. Zimbalist uncovers the source of baseball’s current problems -- MLB’s monopoly power and anti-trust exemption -- and provides reasonable economic policy initiatives to improve the vitality of the baseball industry…. One of the strengths of May the Best Team Win is the way the book uncovers the hidden disincentives that are hurting the game.”
                                                 -- Kevin Skelly, Monthly Labor Review
Given “Silver Award” by ForeWord Magazine in their Book of the Year Award in Business and Economics
