125 Poetry Response

WRITER’S NAME_______________________________

RESPONDER’S NAME___________________________

What are the strengths of this poem?

Does the poem’s “shape” (form, style, structure) feel organic to the material and meaning of the poem’s subject?   (Consider formal elements, line breaks, stanzas, meter, etc.)

Are there any abstract parts of this poem that need clarifying, parts you didn’t understand, inconsistencies?

Is the speaker’s tone and control of language confident and consistent? Has the writer avoided clichés?

Does the opening line of the poem draw you in? Do you find the end of the poem satisfying? Explain.  

Are there extraneous words, lines, details that muddle the poem for you? How might it be pared down to the essentials? Where might the writer sharpen, focus, rearrange, refine?

Other comments?

