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�"�,#-'�.#�5*�,-)(�&#.365#-5�5 /-#)(5) 5.",��5�#Ŀ�,�(.5�/&./,�-77�2#��(65
�4.��65�'�,#��(85)-.5) .�(65 -"�51,#.�-5 #(5�*�(#-"5 �(�5 ,��,��.�-5 ."�5
*)�'5#(5�(!&#-"85	(5."�5��-�5) 65^/$�,_65-"�5"�-5�&-)5.,�(-&�.��5."�5�(7
.#,�5*)�'5#(.)5��"/�.&65#(5�&)-�5�)&&��),�.#)(51#."5"�,5')."�,65�� ��&�5
�(,ù+/�45�$ù�85	(5�5(/'��,5) 5*)�'-65-"�5#(�),*),�.�-5��"/�.&5#(.)5
�(5)."�,1#-�5�*�(#-"5*)�'5 B�(�5 #(.)5 #.-5�(!&#-"5 �)/(.�,*�,.C65 -)'�7
.#'�-51#."5!&)--�-85�/.5."�5��-.5�2�'*&�5) 5."#-5 &#(!/#-.#�5�(�5�/&./,�&5
!uidity and fusion, is the trilingual poem “Amiquiztli,” one of my fa7
0),#.�-85��,�4�]-5��-35#(.�,1��0#(!5) 5"�,5�4.��7��"/�.&5�(�5"�,5�2#7
��(5"�,#.�!�5.)!�."�,51#."5."�5&�(!/�!�5�(�5-�(-#�#&#.35) 5"�,5��)*.#0�5
�),."5�'�,#��(5")'�5'�%�-5,���#(!65�(�5�-*��#�&&35"��,#(!65"�,5*)�.,35
�5/(#+/�5�2*�,#�(��85Amiquiztli #-5^."#,-._5#(5��"/�.&85�5().�5/()�.,/7
-#0�&35./�%��5�.5."�5�)..)'5) 5."�5*�!�5!&)--�-5."�5.#.&�5�(�5�&-)5.�&&-5/-5
atl�1�.�,65tlajtollis�1),�65tleti="re, tlasojtlalistli�&)0�85Ļ#-5#-5/-� /&5.)5."�5
,����,5 #!(),�(.5) 5��"/�.&65 �(�5 #���&&35 #.5 #-5!))�5 .)5%()15�*�(#-"5�-5
1�&&5�-5�(!&#-"65�/.5."�5*)�'5�)''/(#��.�-65#(����5-#(!-65�0�(5.)5."�5
monoglot reader:

�řŕŝšŕŦŠŘŕ

Leo tus tlajtollis y me da sed
	5,���53)/,51),�-5�(�5	5�'5."#,-.3
Tomo un trago de agua para apaciguarla
�)')5/(5�,#(%5) 5�.&
Sin prisa baja por mi garganta
	5�'5-.#&&5."#,-.3
Todavia tengo sed
Amiquiztli
Tomo otro trago de atl
	5"�0�5�()."�,5�,#(%5) 51�.�,
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Siento tu nombre
Tlasojtlalistli
Un trago más de atl se desliza por mi garganta
Siento tus tlajtollis
Tus palabras
El fuego no se puede apagar
Tletli
Amiquiztli
�.#&&5	5�'5."#,-.3

5 /�"5) 5��,�4�]-5*)�.,35-#(!-5�(�5��(��-5#.-51�35)Ŀ5."�5*�!�:5
#.5�,#�-5)/.5.)5��5*�, ),'��5�(�5"��,�85̂ ��(!�6_5���#��.��5.)5�)/#-5��3�-5
Rivera, is an invocation, a rhythmic casting of a spell:

Yanga, Yanga, Yanga,
Yanga, Yanga, Yanga,
Hoy, tu espiritu invoco
�+/ù65�(5�-.�5&/!�,8

Este, este es mi poema para Yanga,
�(�#(!�65'�&#(!�65��'��8
�/'��65'�'�)65-�'��8
��&��,�-5&&�!���-5��5� ,#��8

Esta, esta es mi respuesta para Yanga,
Candomble, mocambo, mambo
Candomble, mocambo, mambo
�)'�,�5&#�,�50�,��,/4�()8

Ļ�-�5�,�5)(&35."�5ŀ,-.5.",��5-.�(4�-65�/.5."�35-/Ń��65	5."#(%65.)5-")15
")15."�5,�*��.��5-)/(�-5�(�5,"3."'-5) 5."�5,� ,�#(-5�,��.�5�5-�(-�5) 5/,7
!�(�365#(.�(-#.365')'�(./'65�-5."�35�)(.#(/�5.)5*/&-�5.",)/!"5."�5*)�'85
#e incantatory refrains are unchanged in the English version, and create 
."�5-�'�5�Ŀ��.85

5 ��,�4�5/-�-51),�7'/-#�5#(5�50�,#�.35) 51�3-85Ļ�5-*�&&7�#(�#(!5
'/-#�5) 5̂ ��(!�_5#-5� ,)7��,#����(65�/.5."�5().�-5�(�5'�&)�35) 5̂ Ě-#7
ca Acuática” (“Water Music”) are soothing, subtly mesmerizing: 

Ƨşŕŏō5�ŏšŭŠŕŏō5
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Ě-#��5��/á.#��5-)�,�5&�5-/*�,ŀ�#�5��&5&�!)
�).�-5��5-)(#�)-5(�./,�&�-
Vibraciones de lluvia entre los pinos
Sonidos del bosque
Murmullos celestiales que perforan el lago
Tic, tic, tic, tic, tic, jiiish, jiiish
Círculos de plata en crescendo
Re!ejo de nubes grises
Sinfonía de musgos y líquenes
�/*�,ŀ�#�5��5�!/�5#(.�,,/'*#��5*),5&�5'Ě-#��
��-#ĉ(5-)(),�5-/�0�535��,/'��),�
Tic, tic, tic, tic, tic, jiiish, jiiish
Sonidos asaltando las fosas nasales
Sentidos exaltados al ritmo de la lluvia
Tic, tic, tic, tic, tic, jiiish, jiiish
Sinfonía acuática
Pintura musical
Lago impresionista

�ōŠőŞ5šşŕŏ

��.�,5'/-#�5)(5."�5-/, ���5) 5."�5&�%�
�,)*-5) 5(�./,�&5-)/(�-
Vibrations of rain among pine trees
Sounds of the forest
��&�-.#�&51"#-*�,#(!5."�.5*#�,��-5."�5&�%�
Tic, tic, tic, tic, tic, hiiish, hiiish
Circles of silver in crescendo
Re!ection of gray clouds
Symphony of moss and lichen
�/, ���5) 51�.�,5#(.�,,/*.��5�35'/-#�
Audible passion soft and exhausting
Tic, tic, tic, tic, tic, hiiish, hiiish
Sounds assaulting the nose
Senses running high to the rhythm of rain
Tic, tic, tic, tic, tic, hiiish, hiiish
Aquatic symphony
Musical painting
	'*,�--#)(#-.5&�%�
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 “Pintura musical” (“musical painting”) in fact describes much of 
�á(�."5��,�4�]-5*)�.,3651"#�"5#-5 #(.�(-�&350#-/�&85^��-.5(#!".5	5�,��'.5
��)/.5 ."�5  )!I	.5 ��'�5 #(.)5'35'�'),3I	.5 .,�0�,-��5'35 ,��)&&��.#)(-I
�#&&#(!5."�'51#."5,��5ŀ,�ł#�-I�&/�5�/..�,ł#�-5�**,)��"��5'�I�)--�--��5
-*#,#.-5ł/..�,#(!5#(5."�51#(�_5D^�()�"�5-)Ąï5�)(5&�5(#��&�_E5Ļ�5)*�(#(!5
lines are tame, even borderline trite, but almost immediately the reader’s 
�)' ),.��&�5�--/'*.#)(-5�,�51,�(�"��5�1�35�(�5$�..#-)(��85�)5 �'#&#�,65
'#-.3651"#.�7!,�35 )!5�/.5�5���,�,5) 5,��5ŀ,�ł#�-5�(�5�&/�5�/..�,ł#�-5."�.5
#(0���5�(�5.�%�5)0�,5."�5*)�.]-5,��)&&��.#(!5'#(�85
5 Ļ#-5�2*&)-#)(5) 5�)&),-5�"�,��.�,#4�-5'/�"5) 5��,�4�]-5*)�.,385
����/-�5"�,5*)�'-5�,�51),�7*�#(.#(!-65 �(�5����/-�5 -"�5"�-5�5!# .5  ),5
&#'(#(!5�5-��(�65-/!!�-.#(!5�5'))�5�(�5�5-.),351#."5�5 �15-.,)%�-65	5�'5
*�,.#�/&�,&35 )(�5) 5."�5�&�!�(.5&#..&�5�"�*�))%65Corazón Pintado (Paint7
��5���,.C651"#�"5#(�&/��-5���/.# /&5,�*,)�/�.#)(-5) 5*�#(.#(!-5�35	-,��&5
��4�,#)5�(�5�)'5��-)65Ļ�5*)�'-5#(5."#-5-�&��.#)(5�,�5^�%*",�-.#�_5#(5
."�5 .,/�65 &�,!�,5 -�(-�85Ļ�35�,�5().5 -)5'/�"5��-�,#*.#)(-5) 5 �51),%5) 5
�,.65 �/.5 0�,��&5 *�#(.#(!-5 ."�.5 -.�(�5 )(5 ."�#,5 )1(65 �0�(51"�(5 ."�35 �,�5
,�-*)(�#(!5.)50#-/�&5�,.85�)(-#��,65 ),5#(-.�(��65��4�,#)]-5"�/(.#(!5/(7
.#.&��5)#&5*�#(.#(!5) 5 �5 .,��5 #(5 �5ł))���5 &�(�-��*�85��4�,#)]-5 ��(0�-5 #-5
�5"�,')(35) 5-/�.&�65'/.��5"/�-65!,���.#)(-5) 5�,)1(5�(�5!,�351#."5�5
-/�.&�5"#(.5) 5*/,*&#-"5�&/�85�/.5��,�4�]-5*)�'5̂ � .�,_5."#-5*�#(.#(!5!,��-5
)/,5�..�(.#)(5#''��#�.�&351#."5-)'�."#(!5."�.5#-5().5#(5."�5*�#(.#(!5�.5
�&&95�5^,��5-(�%�5-&#."�,#(!5.)1�,�5'�I5�#&")/�..�5#(5."�5'),(#(!5'#-.I
�/,*&�5-"��)1-5*,).��.5#.5 ,)'5."�5&#!"._85��4�,#)]-5&�(�-��*�5'�35�0)%�5
a range of moods or scenarios; to me it seems melancholy, but for the 
')'�(.5.,�(+/#&85Ļ�5-.),'5'�35."�.5��/-��5."�5ł))�#(!5'�35().5��5
)0�,77."�5-%35'�35��5!�..#(!5 &#!".�,5),5��,%�,77�/.5 ),5()15."�,�5 #-5�5
,�-*#.�85Ļ�5*)�'65")1�0�,65 )�/-�-5)(5."�5'�(���5�(�5��(!�,5&/,%#(!5
#(5."�5-��(�65."�5^,��5-(�%�_51")-�5^-(�%�5�3�-_51�.�"5 ),5�50#�.#'5 ,)'5
��(��."5."�51�.�,]-5-/, ���651")-�5^�,��."5) 5,��5-(�%�I�&#."�,#(!5�&)(!5
."�51�0�-6_5-�.-5�5^'),.�&5.,�*8_
5 �"#&�5��,�4�]-51),%5#-5�&')-.5�&1�3-50#-/�&5�(�5*/&-#(!51#."5
#(.�(-�5�)&),-65."�5��$��.#0�5."�.5%��*-5�)'#(!5.)5'#(�5#-5-3(��-."�.#�95
there are poems in these collections to be heard, seen, touched, smelled 
�(�5.�-.��85�),5#(-.�(��65^�)'�(�)5.ï5�(5�#�.),#�5	-&�(�_I_��0#(!5���5
)(5�#�.),#�5 	-&�(�_5 !#0�-5 /-5 ^-'�&&5 )���(51�0�-5 ) 5 .��_5 ."�.5 ł))�5 ."�5
-*��%�,]-5-�(-�-:5^'35*�&�.�5ŀ&&-51#."5*#-.��"#)5!,��(5�(�5")(�3I'/-#��&5
*�, /'�5) 5��,��')'IĻ�5.��5&��0�-5��(��51#."5'�I�)(!-5) 5&�0�(��,5
�&))'-_:5�(�65�-5."�5-*��%�,5&))%-5)/.5�.5."�5�&/�5-��5�(�5�5-/(-�.5.#(!��5
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1#."5!)&�65�(�5 ��&-5̂ ����(51�0�-5) 5.��5.)/�"#(!5'35 ��._51�5"�0�5���(5
.,�(-*),.��5�Ŀ),.&�--&35 ,)'5�5.��5�/*5.)5."�5)���(85Ļ�,�5#-5�5%#(�5) 5
'�!#�5.,#�%5#(5."#-5����*.#0�&35-#'*&�5�(�5-.,�#!". ),1�,�5*)�'65�(�5."#-5
�)($/,),]-5-&�#!".5) 5"�(�5#-5�()."�,5 ��./,�5) 5'�(35) 5��,�4�]-5*)�'-85
Ļ�5.��5"�-5&� .5."�5�)(ŀ(�-5) 5#.-5�/*5.)5ł))�5."�5-*��%�,]-5-�(-�-65�/.5
#(5�(.�,#(!5"�,5�)�35#.5���)'�-5�'�)�#��65�),(51#."5�5�)�35) 5#.-5)1(5
)/.5) 5"�,5-�(-/)/-5*&��-/,�65-)5."�.5."�5.��5&��0�-5^��(��51#."_5"�,85�(�5
1"�.5�,�5."�5-)(!-5) 5&�0�(��,5�&)--)'-5."�.5���)'*�(35."�.5��(��65# 5
not also color and an intense aroma? By the end of this short, deceptively 
(��.5&#..&�5*)�'65."�5^&#..&�51�0�-5) 5.��_5"�0�5���(5.,�(- ),'��5#(.)5."�5
0�-.5���#ŀ�5����(65."�.5')0�-5.)5.)/�"5."�5-*��%�,]-5 ��.85��5�)(].5+/#.�5
%()151"�.5"#.5/-65�/.5#.5 ��&-5�1 /&&35!))�8

 

 


